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fandici6n (smelting by fire) instead of the mercury or patio process; the use of
bonuses known as pepenas or partidos given by employers prior to 1740 to
attract workers who were allowed to keep some of the silver they mined after
they met their established quotas; and observations that "few of the area's
economically powerful people were absentee owners" (p. 139) and that mine
workers had "considerable autonomy in negotiating the terms of their
employment" (p. 62).
Some minor criticisms may be directed at Martin's statements that
"the town of Arizpe in Sonora served as official headquarters" for the
Commandant General of the Provincias Intemas del Norte which, in fact,
moved to San Felipe in 1783 (p. 27), and that the "cabildo of San Felipe el
Real remained viable even as municipal institutions atrophied elsewhere in the
Spanish empire," (p. 192) an observation that counteracts the works of other
recent historians who have shown that cabildos did not decline in importance in
Texas, Mexico City, Guatemala City, and Peru. These oversights do not
detract from the overall significance of this book in which Martin achieves both
her purposes and thesis. It should be of considerable value and learning for
specialists of the Spanish Borderlands and colonial Latin American society.
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